
August 2026Christopher Lewis
Harvard Law School clewis@law.harvard.edu
Griswold 450 www.christopherlewis.org
1525 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

APPOINTMENTS Assistant Professor, Harvard Law School (2021-)
Affiliate Faculty, Department of Philosophy (2025-)
Junior Fellow, Harvard Society of Fellows (2018-2021)
Visiting Professor, University of Michigan Law School (Fall 2024)

EDUCATION J.D./Ph.D., Law and Philosophy (dual degree), Stanford University (2012-2018)
Oxford University (Balliol College) (2010-2012)
M.A., Philosophy, Columbia University (2008-2010)
B.A. summa cum laude, University of Massachusetts, Boston (2006-2008)

PUBLICATIONS The Weight of Police Violence
Forthcoming, FREE & EQUAL (2026)

Unlocking Lex Talionis
18 JOURNAL OF LEGAL ANALYSIS 19 (2026)

The Libertarian Case Against Property
45 LAW & PHILOSOPHY 181 (2026) (with Adaner Usmani)

The Currency of Racial Justice
30 LEGAL THEORY 229 (2024) (with Adaner Usmani)

Abolition of What?
114 JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL LAW & CRIMINOLOGY 525 (2024) (with Adaner Usmani)

The Injustice of Under-Policing in America
2 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF LAW & EQUALITY 85 (2022) (with Adaner Usmani)

Risk-Based Sentencing and the Principles of Punishment
112 JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL LAW & CRIMINOLOGY 213 (2022)

The Paradox of Recidivism
70 EMORY LAW JOURNAL 1209 (2021)

Latinos and the Principles of Racial Demography
16 DU BOIS REVIEW 63 (2019)

Inequality, Incentives, Criminality, and Blame
22 LEGAL THEORY 153 (2016)

Oppositional Culture & Educational Opportunity
10 THEORY & RESEARCH IN EDUC. 131 (2012)

BOOK MANUSCRIPTS WHAT WE OWE TO CRIMINALS (solo-authored monograph)
WHAT ’S WRONG WITH MASS INCARCERATION? (with Adaner Usmani)

mailto:clewis@law.harvard.edu
http://www.christopherlewis.org
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5385431
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5172905
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5272835
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/32C5EAD7D43CC6B736D5A39592F89B42/S1352325224000168a.pdf/the-currency-of-racial-justice.pdf
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7767&context=jclc
https://direct.mit.edu/ajle/article/doi/10.1162/ajle_a_00030/112647/THE-INJUSTICE-OF-UNDER-POLICING-IN-AMERICA1
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7718&context=jclc
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3582065
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vgx0ovc2menfkj1/Christopher%20Lewis%2C%20Latinos%20and%20the%20Principles%20of%20Racial%20Demography%2C%2016%20DU%20BOIS%20REV.%2063%20%282019%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jjs8qes70dv2bi3/Christopher%20Lewis%2C%20%22Inequality%2C%20Incentives%2C%20Criminality%2C%20and%20Blame%2C%22%2022%20Legal%20Theory%20153%20%282016%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hjzcygcaw0rwb4n/Lewis%2C%20%22Oppositional%20Culture%20and%20Educational%20Opportunity%2C%22%20TRE%202012.pdf?dl=0


WORKING PAPERS Fear and Punishment
When Criminals Can Complain
Relational Harm and Punishment
The War on Drug Dealers

COURSES TAUGHT Criminal Law
Advanced Topics in Criminal Law Theory
Theories of Punishment
Crime, Punishment and Policing in America
Law & Philosophy Workshop

REFEREEING Canadian Journal of Philosophy
Du Bois Review
Journal of Applied Philosophy
Journal of Ethics & Social Philosophy
Journal of Legal Analysis
Journal of Public Policy
Law & Philosophy
Legal Theory
Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Law
Philosophical Quarterly
Philosophical Studies
Politics, Philosophy & Economics

FELLOWSHIPS &
AWARDS

Junior Fellowship, Harvard Society of Fellows (2018-2021)
DARE Fellowship, Stanford University (full funding for J.D./Ph.D)(2016-2018)
Charlotte Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship (Declined)
Ethics in Society Fellowship, Stanford (2015-2016)
Ford Foundation Public Interest Fellowship (2013)
Thomas Mardenboro Benson Scholarship (full funding for J.D./Ph.D)(2013-2015)
Humanities and Sciences Fellowship (full funding for J.D./Ph.D)(2012-2013; 2015-2016)
Departmental Studentship, Politics and International Relations, Oxford University (2010-2012)
Completed B.A. in Two Years (no advanced placement/transfer credit)(2006-2008)

LEGAL EXPERIENCE Equal Justice Initiative, Montgomery, AL (Summer 2014)
Prison Conditions Litigation

The Sentencing Project, Washington DC (Summer 2013)
Policy Research on Race and Punishment

OTHER EXPERIENCE Histology, Gynecology, and Toxicology Lab Work
Barber
Meat Cutter
Construction and Demolition
Furniture Delivery
Warehouse Picker and Packer
Line Cook
Limo Driver
Valet
Retail Sales
Auto Salvage Auctions
Motoconcho

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/epmibx6euxpepfb1sgs96/Christopher-Lewis-Fear-and-Punishment-7.16.26.pdf?rlkey=x5exewimyxcfrf0g1sh2dlpb5&e=1&dl=0
https://socfell.fas.harvard.edu/about
https://vpge.stanford.edu/fellowships-funding/dare
https://newcombefoundation.org/fellowships/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/on-the-frontlines-of-public-interest-law/
https://www.politics.ox.ac.uk
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/28/us/alabama-prison-violence.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/08/opinion/charles-blow-crime-bias-and-statistics.html


PRESENTATIONS Stanford Law & Philosophy Workshop (2027)
Law & PPE Conference, Columbia Law School (2027)
Center for Law & Philosophy, USC (2026)
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (2026)
Dartmouth Law & Philosophy Workshop (2026)
Department of Philosophy, Logic & Scientific Method, London School of Economics (2025)
Centre for Ethics, Law, & Public Affairs, University of Warwick (2025)
Legal Theory Workshop, Fordham Law School (2025)
Law & Economics Workshop, Harvard Law School (2025)
NYU Philosophy Department (2024)
Legal Theory Workshop, University of Michigan Law School (2024)
Institute of Philosophy, Freie Universitat, Berlin (2024)
University of Texas Law School Faculty Workshop (2024)
Law & Philosophy Workshop, Columbia Law School (2024)
Colloquium, Department of Philosophy, University of Pennsylvania (2023)
Legal Theory Colloquium, University of Toronto (2023)
University of Minnesota Law School Faculty Workshop (2023)
Public Law Workshop, University of Minnesota (2023)
Culp Colloquium, Duke Law School (2023)
Political Theory Workshop, Stanford University (2023)
Legal Theory Workshop, Yale Law School (2023)
Colloquium in Legal and Political Philosophy, Queen’s University (2022)
Legal Theory Workshop, UCLA Law School (2022)
Law & Philosophy Workshop, UPenn Law School (2022)
Culp Colloquium, University of Chicago (2022)
Havens Wright Center, University of Wisconsin (2022)
Public Law Workshop, Harvard Law School (2022)
Political Theory Project, Brown University (2021)
Legal and Political Theory Colloquium, University College London (2021)
NYU Law School (2020)
Columbia Law School (2020)
University of Chicago Law School (2020)
Criminal Theory Workshop, Harvard Law School (2019)
University of Michigan Law School (2018)
New Directions in Legal Philosophy Conference, All Souls College, Oxford (2017)
Law & Philosophy Workshop, Stanford University (2016)
Philosophy of Education Society, Toronto (2016)
Doctoral Scholarship Conference, Yale Law School (2014)
Center for Values and Social Policy, University of Colorado (2013)
International Conference on Punishment, Chinese U. Hong Kong (2013)
Legal Studies Workshop, Stanford Law School (2013)
Jurisprudence Discussion Group, Oxford University (2011)
Spencer Foundation Conference, Harvard University (2011)
Ockham Society, Oxford University (2011)


